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1. Brief description of “Addicted to War”

“Addicted to War” is a 77-page graphic (comic-book style) essay on the history of
militarism in the United States, from the “Manifest Destiny” of the 19th century to the
current “war on terrorism.” Written and illustrated by Joel Andreas, currently a professor
of sociology at Johns Hopkins University, the graphic essay summarizes from a leftist
perspective U.S. foreign wars since the 19th century, the support for these wars by
corporate interests, and the costs of militarism on the home front. It concludes by
providing information to help readers “Do something about it!” Andreas cites his sources
extensively throughout the graphic essay.

2. Potential benefits of “Addicted to War” for high school history/social studies
teaching and learning

The content is important.

The topic of U.S. wars in foreign lands, the military-industrial complex, and the effects of
both on life in the United States and elsewhere is an important topic for all students to
study.

The ideas are expressed well.

“Addicted to War” is well written and well illustrated. The theme is logically developed.
Although it presents a very distinctive leftist analysis, it primarily relies on information
rather than appeals to emotion to convey its points. The extensive reference notes provide
a good model of research integrity for students and teachers.

The perspective is valuable.
Although the leftist analysis presented in “Addicted to War” should not be taken as the

ultimate word on the issues it covers, the clear articulation of this particular perspective
makes it a valuable classroom resource. Used in conjunction with resources that have



other perspectives on the same issues, “Addicted to War” provides insights that go
beyond conventional textbooks.

The format is accessible.

The graphic format of “Addicted to War” makes the information accessible to a wide
range of students. English language learners will find the text less intimidating than most
other sources, and all students will find the graphic expression of ideas useful in
understanding and remembering the ideas presented. “Addicted to War” is available in
Spanish and many other languages.

3. Precautions

The perspective is limited.

Because “Addicted to War” explicitly promotes a leftist interpretation of U.S. history,
teachers should provide additional sources that present other perspectives. Presented in
such a context, “Addicted to War” provides an excellent opportunity for students to
evaluate competing perspectives and draw their own conclusions on important issues.

The coverage is limited.

Although “Addicted to War” provides a substantial overview of U.S. foreign wars and
their consequences on domestic issues, the treatment given any one event or issue is
introductory rather than comprehensive. One effective use of the material would be as a
point of departure for student research projects. After mastering the overview of events
that “Addicted to War” presents, students could select a particular event or issue for
further research of their own.

4. California History/Social Studies Standards that “Addicted to War” addresses

10th GRADE MODERN WORLD HISTORY

10.4 Students analyze patterns of global change in the era of New Imperialism in at

least two of the following regions or countries: Africa, Southeast Asia, China, India,

Latin America, and the Philippines.

1" Describe the rise of industrial economies and their link to imperialism and colonialism
(e.g., the role played by national security and strategic advantage; moral issues raised
by the search for national hegemony, Social Darwinism, and the missionary impulse:
material issues such as land, resources, and technology).

2 Discuss the locations of the colonial rule of such nations as England, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Portugal, and the United States.

3 Explain imperialism from the perspective of the colonizers and the colonized and the
varied immediate and long-term responses by the people under colonial rule.

4 Describe the independence struggles of the colonized regions of the world, including
the roles of leaders, such as Sun Yat-sen in China, and the roles of ideology and
religion.



